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" Look them in the face 1 Do that at once : now : without losing a moment. Call them together and tell them all. If their hearts are staunch, you may do great things without the traitor Earl. If their hearts fail them, you would have done nothing with them worthy of yourself, had you had Norway as well as Denmark at your back. At least be true with them, as your only chance of keeping them true to you."
"Wise, wise wife," said Hereward, and went out and called his band together, and told them every word, and all that had passed since he left Calais Straits.
"And now I have deceived you, and entrapped you, and I have no right to be your captain more. He that will depart in peace, let him depart, before the Erenchnien close in on us on every side and swallow us up at one mouthful."
Not a man answered.
"I say it again: He that will depart, let him depart."
They stood thoughtful.
Ranald of Ramsey drove the Wake-knot banner firm into the earth, tucked up his monk's frock, and threw his long axe over his shoulder, as if preparing for action.
Winter spoke at last.
" " If all go, there are two men here who stay, and fight by Hereward's side as long as there is a Frenchman left on English soil; for they have sworn an